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CO-DIRECTORS
Anthony Marwood violin

Richard Lester cello

‘The radiant intensity of Marwood's playing 
had extraordinary emotional power’
THE GUARDIAN on Anthony Marwood

‘One of Britain's most outstanding cellists’
HYPERION RECORDS on Richard Lester

‘Peasmarsh in late June, is a magical festival’ 
SIR DAVID HARE - The Observer 

Welcome to the 2018 Peasmarsh Chamber Music Festival! We 

hope you will be able to join us for a very special long weekend of 

music in this lovely corner of East Sussex. This year we celebrate 

the 20th anniversary of the first festival taking place in 1998, then 

the ‘Florestan Festival at Peasmarsh’. The festival started modestly

in its first year, with three chamber music concerts, and in subsequent

seasons expanded to include many more events, including the 

popular orchestral concert in Rye, a large repertoire including 

rarely performed works and new commissions, a rehearsal week 

in Peasmarsh, masterclasses, composer residencies and pop-up 

concerts in supermarkets and cinemas. Our superlative musicians 

have given many memorable performances in the beautiful 

churches in Peasmarsh and Rye, and our loyal audience members, 

Friends and Patrons have joined us on this journey, with many 

lasting friendships formed at the festival.

Our guests this year come from all over the world: American 

violinist Mark Steinberg of the renowned Brentano Quartet, Taiwan 

– born violist Hsin-Yun Huang, a member of the Chamber Music 

Society of Lincoln Center, dazzling young cellist Edvard Pogossian, 

whom Anthony met while performing together at the Yellow Barn 

Festival, celebrated Hungarian pianist Dénes Várjon, and the 

wonderful British composer pianist Huw Watkins. We also 

welcome back our old friends the Navarra String Quartet and the 

wonderful Britten Sinfonia, this year under the baton of Douglas 

Boyd, Artistic Director of Garsington Opera and the Paris Chamber 

Orchestra.

This year, we particularly look forward to the unveiling of a new 

work for string quartet and children’s voices, to be written by our 

education mastermind Sam Glazer, and generously commissioned 

by longstanding Peasmarsh supporter Kate Davson. The premiere 

will be given on Sunday morning, by Anthony, Mark, Richard and 

Hsin-Yun, with children from local schools. We are so pleased to be 

able to welcome these young performers onto the Peasmarsh stage.

Whether you are returning to Peasmarsh or are new to the festival, 

we hope you will find programmes to inspire you, and look forward 

to welcoming you to the concerts.

1 FESTIVAL OPENING    
Thursday 21 June, 8pm
Anthony Marwood, Huw Watkins, Mark Steinberg, 
Richard Lester, Dénes Várjon, Navarra String Quartet, 
Hsin-Yun Huang, Edvard Pogossian

Schubert Rondo in B minor for violin and piano, D.895   
 ‘Rondeau Brillant’   

Schumann Piano Trio in G minor, Op.110

Brahms String Sextet in G major, Op.36
 

Festival Directors Richard Lester and Anthony Marwood are 

joined by this year’s internationally renowned guest artists to 

take the audience on a sumptuous journey through the 19th 

Century. The evening concludes with Brahms’ Sextet No. 2, 

written for Agathe von Siebold following the end of her 

relationship with the composer, as the young Brahms finds 

a maturing style to bid her farewell. 

‘Here I have freed myself from my last love’ 
BRAHMS

VENUE:  Church of St Peter & St Paul, Peasmarsh

2 YOUNG COMPOSERS!   
Friday 22 June, 1pm
Members of the Navarra String Quartet with participants 

from our education workshops. Led by Sam Glazer.

We are delighted to welcome Sam Glazer back to Peasmarsh, 

this year as both the composer of a new work for Sunday’s 

concert and the inspiring leader of this interactive concert 

programme, presenting compositions by participants in education 

workshops at Peasmarsh and Beckley schools. The Navarra 

String Quartet have been working with the children to bring 

their compositions to life and will in turn perform some of their 

quartet repertoire.

Limited space is available for members of the public to attend; 

tickets are free but please reserve your place.

Education work at the Peasmarsh Chamber Music Festival is 

generously funded by the Rudi Martinus van Dijk Foundation 

and by Little Cheyne Court Wind Farm Ltd., which is operated 

by Innogy Renewables UK Limited.  Sussex and Kent 

Community Foundations co-ordinate the grant scheme. 

VENUE: Church of St Peter & St Paul, Peasmarsh



3 ORCHESTRAL CONCERT 
– THE PHILOSOPHER'S TONE  
Friday 22 June, 8pm
Anthony Marwood, Richard Lester (soloists)

Douglas Boyd (conductor)

Britten Sinfonia

Haydn Symphony No. 22 in E flat major ‘The Philosopher’

Boccherini Cello Concerto in D major, G.483

Bernstein Serenade (after Plato’s ‘Symposium’) for solo violin  

 and orchestra

Following last year’s spectacular concert, it is with anticipation 

that we welcome back Britten Sinfonia, this time under the baton 

of acclaimed conductor Douglas Boyd. Gaining its nickname 

post completion, and likely not from the composer, the presence 

of Haydn's philosopher in his Symphony No. 22 is palpable. 

Juxtaposed is Peasmarsh’s contribution to the 2018 Bernstein 

centenary; his depiction of the great thinkers presenting their 

statements on love – the fantastically scored Serenade for 

strings, solo violin, harp and (a great many!) percussion. 

Boccherini - a wizard on the instrument himself - wrote twelve 

virtuosic concerti for the cello. Here we hear No. 10, with

Richard Lester as soloist. 

‘…one of the world’s most celebrated and 
pioneering ensembles.’ 
BRITTEN SINFONIA

VENUE: St Mary’s Church, Rye

4 MORNING CONCERT 
– DEATH AND THE MAIDEN 
Saturday 23 June, 11.30am
Richard Lester, Dénes Várjon, Navarra String Quartet

Chopin Cello Sonata in G minor, Op.65

Schubert String Quartet in D minor, Op.810,  

 ‘Death and the Maiden’

Join us in the beautiful church in Peasmarsh to celebrate the 

short lives of two giants of 19th Century chamber music. With 

performances of works composed just before their untimely 

deaths, prepare for an emotional journey as Chopin’s lyrical cello 

Sonata makes way for Schubert’s depiction of his struggle with 

mortality - Death and the Maiden – passed over at the time, but 

now considered a masterpiece of the chamber repertoire. 

VENUE:  Church of St Peter & St Paul, Peasmarsh

5 EARLY EVENING CONCERT
Saturday 23 June, 6:30pm
Anthony Marwood, Hsin-Yun Huang, Richard Lester, 

Mark Steinberg, Huw Watkins, Edvard Pogossian

Beethoven  String Trio in C minor, Op.9 No. 3

Hindemith Violin Sonata in E flat major, Op.11 No.1 (1918)

Elgar Quintet in A minor for piano and strings Op.84  (1918)

This evening's programme looks back one hundred years to the 

final year of the First World War, with Elgar’s lush writing coexisting 

in war torn Europe with Hindemith’s developmental style, as the 

Romantic era draws to a close. Beethoven’s dramatic String Trio 

from over a century earlier begins the journey to Romanticism.

VENUE: Church of St Peter & St Paul, Peasmarsh  

6 LATE NIGHT CONCERT 
– FANTASIAS AND CAPRICES 
Saturday 23 June, 9.45pm
Anthony Marwood, Mark Steinberg, Hsin-Yun Huang, 

Edvard Pogossian, Richard Lester

Sciarrino Sei Capricci

Purcell  Fantasias

Salvatore Sciarrino, perhaps Italy’s finest living composer, wrote 

6 caprices for solo violin inspired by Paganini. Performed by 

Anthony Marwood, Sciarrino's evocative and ethereal soundscape 

is interspersed with some of Henry Purcell’s magical and enigmatic

fantasias for 3, 4 and 5 parts. The result is a fascinating, intimate 

and meditative listening experience.

VENUE:  Church of St Peter & St Paul, Peasmarsh

7 SUNDAY MORNING CONCERT
Sunday 24 June, 11:30am
Navarra String Quartet, Hsin-Yun Huang, Anthony 

Marwood, Richard Lester, Mark Steinberg

Mozart String Quintet in D major, K.593
Glazer Festival Commission – world premiere 

Originating in 16th century Italy, the popular and subversive 

street-theatre form Commedia dell’arte depicts a cast of 

characters from cunning servants to enchanted lovers. Inspiring 

artists and composers through the ages, we are delighted to 

present the world premiere of a new suite of Commedia-inspired 

songs for young people and string quartet, composed by Sam 

Glazer and paired today with Mozart's sublime quintet.

VENUE: Church of St Peter & St Paul, Peasmarsh  



8 SUNDAY AFTERNOON CONCERT 
– GUEST SPOTLIGHT
Sunday 24 June, 4.30pm
Huw Watkins, Hsin-Yun Huang, Edvard Pogossian, Mark 

Steinberg, Dénes Várjon

Watkins Fantasy for viola and piano
Schubert Arpeggione Sonata in A minor, D.821 
 for cello and piano
Schumann Violin Sonata in D minor, Op.121

A very special afternoon awaits as our guest artists take to the 

stage for a concert filled with glorious music and technical 

prowess. From Schumann’s passionate violin Sonata to Watkins’ 

Fantasy for viola and piano, this rich and varied programme will 

delight. Excited by the arrival of the Arpeggione – something like 

a six stringed bowed guitar – Schubert set about composing his 

Sonata for arpeggione and piano. Sadly, beset with practical 

issues, as little as 10 years later the instrument was no longer in 

use. Luckily for us, the work is still played in transcription for viola 

or cello, with young American cellist, Edvard Pogossian giving 

this afternoon's performance.

VENUE: Church of St Peter & St Paul, Peasmarsh  

9 FINALE
Sunday 24 June, 7pm
Huw Watkins, Mark Steinberg, Hsin-Yun Huang, Richard 
Lester, Anthony Marwood, Magnus Johnston, Simone van
der Giessen, Brian O’Kane, Edvard Pogossian, Dénes Várjon 

Weber Piano Quartet in B flat major, J76 Op.18
Schulhoff String Sextet
Beethoven Piano Trio in B flat major, Op.97 ‘Archduke Trio’

Our 20th anniversary festival concludes with works from three 

composers who pushed boundaries and challenged convention. 

Crucial in dismissing the restraints of the Classical form, Beethoven 

and Weber produced works full of originality and Romantic 

virtuosity. Premiered by the composer himself, Beethoven’s 

colossal Archduke Trio is no exception; poignantly one of the last 

pieces Beethoven ever performed in public. In a life punctuated 

by two world wars, Schulhoff saw music as a tool for revolution. 

Encouraged and taught by Dvořák and Debussy, Schulhoff 

collected inspiration anywhere he could find it, pioneering the 

use of Jazz rhythms and influences from the avant-garde in 

his compositions. His remarkable sextet is full of dark beauty 

and intensity.

VENUE: Church of St Peter & St Paul, Peasmarsh  

Anthony Marwood Richard Lester

Peasmarsh Church

 



• 

BOOKING PERIOD
Monday 5 March – Friday 16 March 2018: Patrons’ priority booking

Monday 19 March – Friday 30 March 2018: Friends’ priority booking

Tuesday 3 April 2018: Booking opens to the general public

Please note that tickets will be sent out in early May.

BOX OFFICE 
The box office is open 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday and can be 

contacted regarding ticket availability or any enquiry about access for 

people with disabilities. The festival is supported by a great team of 

volunteers, including our Box Office Manager, so if there is no answer 

please leave a message on the answerphone and we will reply as 

soon as we can. 

Parking near Peasmarsh church is along narrow country lanes, and a 
small number of places will be available for those needing disabled 
access. Please indicate when booking if you require this.

NOTES
On the booking form, please indicate the number of tickets you   

 would like for each concert, including the total cost for each concert.

• A Festival Pass offers the top price ticket available for all concerts,  

 giving an overall saving of £12 on the top prices shown. An   

 adjustment will be made if top price tickets are sold out. As spaces  

 are limited for the education concert, please indicate on the form   

 whether you would like to attend that performance.

• If you would like to purchase a Festival Pass for the whole festival,   

 please complete that row of the booking form only. If you are   

 buying Festival Passes and individual tickets, please indicate the   

 number of Festival Passes and individual tickets in the relevant   

 boxes, as well as the total cost for each row.

• This year we will again offer ‘duet pricing’ for Concerts 5 & 6 and   

 for Concerts 8 & 9, offering savings when attending either pair of   

 evening concerts. We will contact you if only one of your selected   

 concerts is available.

• All seats are reserved except for the £16 tickets at Concert 3 at Rye  

 which are unreserved seats at the side.

• Peasmarsh Chamber Music Festival regrets that in the event of   

 alteration no refund can be made. The right is reserved to vary   

 artists and programmes if necessary.

VENUES
We are privileged to use two historic and wonderful churches as our 

main festival venues. Built for worship rather than as concert venues, 

please be aware that some seats may have a restricted view of the 

stage due to the pillars or the quirks of the buildings. Also, pews and 

chairs can be hard: you are welcome to bring a cushion.
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ACCOMMODATION
For help with accommodation enquiries, please contact the Rye 

Heritage Centre: tel 01797 226 696, ryeheritagecentre@gmail.com

www.ryeheritage.co.uk

EDUCATION WORK
Come and participate in the free concert showcasing our education 

work with local schools and led by Sam Glazer. As in previous years, 

audience members are warmly invited to see and hear the fruits of 

an amazing journey to composition and performance – please see 

description of Concert 2 for more details.

FOOD AND DRINK
We are delighted to welcome back the caterer who served us during 

the 2017 festival. Professionally prepared and homemade food will 

be available before Concert 1, between Concerts 5 and 6, and before 

Concert 9. Coffee will be available before Concert 4 and Concert 7. 

Further information about booking food will be sent with tickets for 

the appropriate concerts. A licensed bar will be available at all 

concerts except Concerts 2 and 7. All catered food must be booked 

and paid for before the festival. 

FESTIVAL PARTY
Festival Patrons and Friends and members of the audience are warmly 

invited to join us for a reception following Concert 7. We do hope those 

audience members who are not already Friends will consider joining us.

 Become a Friend or Patron 

 In Peasmarsh there exists a rare but perfect combination of people   

 and place, essential to creating a successful festival. The support of   

 our Friends and Patrons ensures that a vibrant, stimulating and   

 world-class event will continue in Peasmarsh, and enables us to   

 develop our education work with local schools, giving children a   

 profound and engaging experience with live classical music. In   

 return for their commitment, Friends and Patrons enjoy Priority   

 Booking for all concerts, Friends’ receptions and, depending on 

 the level of support opportunities to meet the artists during the   

 festival. If you would like more information about our Friends and   

 Patrons schemes, and how to get involved, please contact:

 Fiona Mortimore, Friends and Patrons Administrator
 44 Ringmer Avenue, London SW6 5LW   
 e-mail  fiona.mortimore@btinternet.com

 tel 020 7731 1940 or visit our
 website www.peasmarshfestival.co.uk

ABOUT US
Peasmarsh Chamber Music Festival is promoted by the Peasmarsh 

Chamber Music Festival Trust, a charitable company limited by 

guarantee. The festival continues to be grateful to the PCCs of 

Peasmarsh and Beckley churches and the Friends of Peasmarsh 

Church for their enormous support. 

Registered company no. 4625088

Registered charity no. 1095978

BOX OFFICE ENQUIRIES
telephone: 01797 253 178

e-mail: peasmarshboxoffice@gmail.com



    
Name

Address

Postcode

Daytime Tel No

Email

Please return your form with your payment to: Peasmarsh Chamber Music Festival, 
Strawberry Hole Oast, Ewhurst Lane, Northiam, East Sussex, TN31 6HJ
Please make cheques payable to “Peasmarsh Chamber Music Festival”. In order to 

avoid refunds or requests for additional payments, cheques should be left blank with 

a maximum amount entered between the crossed lines, i.e. “A sum not exceeding 

£x.xx”. The box office manager will enter the correct amount. In the event that a 

refund is due, this will be made directly to the bank account on which patrons’ 

original cheques are drawn. If you live overseas or would prefer to pay electronically, 

please email: peasmarshboxoffice@gmail.com and we will send you the direct 

transfer payment details. No tickets will be issued prior to payment being made.

A limited allocation of reduced price tickets is available for recipients of 
Universal Credit, full-time students and ages 25 and under. Tickets are sold on 
first-come-first-served basis. Please enquire at the box office for details.
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Please tick here if you would not like your details 
to be added to the Festival mailing list. 

    No. Total

  Festival Pass 9 concerts £172 

  Festival Programme £6   

  Price 1 No. Price 2 No. Price 3 No.

 1 £28  £20  - -

 2 Free  - - - -

 3 £30  £23  £16  

 4 £20  -  - -

 5 £28  £20  - -

 6 £15  - - - -

 7 £20  - - - -

 8 £15  - - - -

 9 £28  £20  - -    

 5&6 £40  £32   - - 

 8&9 £40  £32   - -    

           Ticket Sub Total £

         Postage  £1.50

               Additional contribution to support the festival £

         Grand Total £

BOOKING FORM




